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of Transportation (TxDOT), with assistance from, URS Corporation, Hicks and Company, Kailo 
Communications Studio LLC, and HNTB Corporation.  
 
FHWA 
Mr. Albert Hinojosa 
Area Engineer 
FHWA, Texas Division 

B.S. in Civil Engineering with 24 years of experience in transportation 
project development, including engineering, planning, and NEPA. 

Mr. Tom Bruechert 
Environmental Team Leader 
FHWA, Texas Division 

B.S. in Landscape Architecture with 23 years of experience in 
transportation project development including planning, NEPA, design, 
permitting, construction and inspection. 

Dr. Owen Lindauer, Ph.D., RPA 
Chief Archeologist and Project 
Development Specialist  

Ph.D., M.A., and B.A. in the field of anthropology with a specialization 
in archeology with 30 years of experience in anthropological 
archeology and environmental compliance in the context of highway 
development, including the National Historic Preservation Act, Section 
4(f) of the US Department of Transportation Act, and the National 
Environmental Policy Act. 

Mr. Daniel W. Johnson 
Environmental Program 
Specialist 

B.A. in Social and Behavioral Science with 41 years of experience in 
NEPA, Section 4(f), and related document review and transportation 
project development. 

TxDOT Environmental Affairs Division 
Mr. Carlos Swonke 
Director, Environmental 
Affairs Division 

B.S. in Geology with 25 years of experience in environmental planning, 
natural resource studies, and NEPA document preparation. 

Mr. Michael Chavez 
Environmental Project 
Delivery Manager 

B.A. in Anthropology and M.A. in Geography/Environmental Resource 
Studies with 15 years of experience in cultural resource management 
and NEPA document preparation and review. 

Ms. Sonya Y. Hernandez, P.G. 
Environmental Project 
Delivery Manager 

M.S. in Geoscience with 9 years of experience in geology, hazardous 
materials management, NEPA and environmental contract and project 
management. 

Ms. Melissa A. Neeley 
Director of Project Delivery 
Management 

B.A.in Political Science, Master of Urban Planning and 30+ years 
experience in the environmental planning of highway projects, 
focusing on NEPA compliance. 

TxDOT Corpus Christi District 

Mr. Christopher Amy 
TxDOT Corpus Christi District 
Environmental 
Coordinator/Biologist 

M.S. in Environmental Science with 8 years of experience as a NEPA 
practitioner.  Mr. Amy also has over 13 years of experience in the 
environmental field including compliance, wetland delineations and 
permitting, natural resource surveys, environmental site assessments, 
community involvement and impact analysis, habitat assessments 
and presence/absence surveys for endangered species. 

Mr. Victor E. Vourcos, P.E. 
Advance Project Development 
Engineer 

B.S. in Civil Engineering with over 25 years of experience in highway 
and bridge design and construction and NEPA related activities such as 
document preparation, field surveys, and public involvement. 
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URS Corporation 
Mr. Martin L. Rodin, P.E., CFM 
Vice President - 
Transportation 
Harbor Bridge Project 
Manager 

B.S. in Civil Engineering and a MBA in Business Administration. 30 years 
of experience in TxDOT schematic design and PS&E development. 

Mr. Charles E. Bennett, P.E., 
Schematic Engineer 

B.S. in Civil Engineering and Licensed Professional Engineer in Texas 
with 27 years of experience in Civil Engineering. 

Ms. Nancy Gates 
Public Involvement Manager 

M.A., in Communications/Journalism with 30 years of experience in 
public involvement and community outreach. 

Ms. Kerry Winkler 
Sr. Project Manager/Sr. 
Environmental Planner 

B.S. in Wildlife and Fisheries, Ecology with 16 years of experience in 
management of NEPA document preparation, natural resource 
surveys, permitting and TNM modeling.    

Ms. Janice King, CPESC, 
CPSWQ 
Sr. Environmental Scientist 

MA in Geography/Environmental Studies with 15 years of experience 
in NEPA documentation, water quality assessment and management, 
National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permitting, 
and environmental compliance, planning and permitting.  

Mr. Bill Tillar 
Air Quality & Noise Specialist 

M.S. in Atmospheric Sciences with 19 years of experience performing 
transportation air quality and traffic noise analyses and NEPA 
document preparation. 

Dr. Steve Ahr 
Geoarchaeologist 

 B.A. and M.A. in Anthropology, and Ph.D. in Geology, with 20 years’ 
experience in cultural resources management and NEPA studies.  

Ms. Kammy Horne, AICP 
Multimodal Planning Manager 

B.S. in Environmental Management and a M.S. in Community and 
Regional Planning with over 18 years in the field of transportation 
planning.  

Ms. Stephanie Guillot, P.E., 
Senior Project Planner 

B.S. in industrial engineering with 7 years experience in NEPA 
document preparation, transportation planning, and highway traffic 
noise analysis. 

Mr. Eddie Sutherland  
Sr. Environmental Specialist 

B.S. in Forestry with 38 years of experience in the field of 
environmental management and NEPA documentation for 
transportation projects.   

Hicks and Company 

Mr. Jason Buntz 
NEPA Task Lead/Sr. Program 
Manager 

B.A. in Geography with 15 years of experience in NEPA document 
preparation and project management, design-build environmental 
compliance management, environmental quality assurance for 
highway construction, regulatory permitting, Section 4(f) evaluations, 
Environmental Justice and public involvement. 

Ms. Emily Reed 
Environmental Specialist 

M.S. in Historic Preservation, B.A. in Art History, and History with 3 
years experience in NEPA document preparation, socioeconomic and 
environmental justice analysis, community impact analysis, surveying, 
assessing, and documenting historic properties and determining 
eligibility for the National Register of Historic Places in compliance with 
Section 106. 

Ms. Samantha Champion 
Environmental Specialist 

B.A. in Anthropology with 4 years of experience in prehistoric and 
historical terrestrial archeology (phases I-III), archeological report 
production, Section 106 coordination, NEPA document preparation 
and administrative record preparation, public involvement, and 
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indirect and cumulative effects analysis. 

Ms. Elyse Schmitt 
Environmental Specialist 

B.A. in Environmental Studies with 2 years of experience in NEPA 
document preparation, community impact analysis, socioeconomic 
analysis, public involvement, and ESRI ArcGIS 9.2. 

Mr. Tom Van Zandt 
Esq., Principal Environmental 
Attorney/Planner 

B.A. in Government and History, J.D., M.Sc. in Water Resource 
Management with 35 years of experience in environmental law, NEPA 
studies, direct, indirect, and cumulative impact analysis, project 
management, institutional and policy analysis, water resource 
management, public involvement, environmental justice, and 
environmental management systems. 

Mr. Andrew Poth 
GIS Manager 

B.A. in Geography with a focus in cartography and photogrammetry 
with a certification in ESRI ArcInfo with 19 years of experience in 
project team management, corridor analyses, geographic information 
systems, database management, production graphics, photo-
interpretation, and cartography. 

Mr. John Kuhl 
Senior Ecologist 

B.S. in Wildlife and Fisheries Sciences with 25 years experience in 
wildlife and vegetation studies, threatened and endangered species 
studies (habitat assessment, surveys, §7 of the Endangered Species Act 
consultation, and habitat conservation planning), recreational (park 
and preserve) planning, wetland delineation, regulatory permitting and 
mitigation, NEPA document preparation, and project management. 

Ms. Julie LeClair 
Field Biologist/ Environmental 
Specialist 

B.S. in Biology with 5 years of experience in wildlife and vegetation 
studies, threatened and endangered species studies (habitat 
assessment and surveys), recreational (park and preserve) planning, 
wetland delineation, regulatory permitting and mitigation, and NEPA 
document preparation. 

Mr. Jerod McCleland 
GIS Analyst 

B.A. in Geography with a natural resources focus and Graduate 
Certificate in Geographic Information Systems (GIS) with 7 years of 
experience in ESRI ArcGIS 9.2, ArcView 3.2, Adobe Creative Suite,  
Global Mapper 12, and production graphics. 

Mr. Ed Rashin 
Senior Environmental Scientist 

B.S. in Forest Management with 30 years of experience in 
environmental compliance verification and management for 
transportation projects, environmental management systems 
implementation and auditing, evaluation and implementation of best 
management practices for erosion and sediment control, 
environmental education training, storm water pollution prevention 
plans, Section 404 permitting compliance, water quality, hydrology, 
fluvial, geomorphology, and aquatic ecosystems studies, and indirect 
and cumulative effects analysis.  

Mr. Josh Haefner 
Senior Archeologist 

M.A. in Anthropology (Archeology and Iconography), and B.A. in 
Anthropology/History with 11 years of experience in NEPA document 
preparation, Section 106 coordination, prehistoric and historic 
terrestrial archeology (phases I-III), and lithic analysis. 

Ms. Hannah Vaughan 
Senior Architectural Historian 

B.A. in American Studies, M.S.A.S. in Historic Preservation with 10 
years experience in surveying, assessing, and documenting historic 
properties, National Register of Historic Places determination of 
eligibility and nominations, section 106 compliance, NEPA compliance, 
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and historic and architectural research. 
Kailo Communications Studio LLC 

Ms. Carol Scott, APR 
Principal 

B.B.A. in Management and over 30 years of public relations experience in 
the Corpus Christi area including media, community relations and 
stakeholder engagement. 

Ms. Doreen Harrell 
Public Relations Specialist 

Bachelor of Arts in Communications with more than 13 years of 
experience in corporate and agency public relations.  

HNTB Corporation 
Ms. Debbie Taylor 
Deputy Project Manager 

B.S. in Geology with 28 years managing preparation and coordination of 
NEPA documents for transportation projects. 

Ms. Allison Pasternak  
Senior Planner 

B.A. Geological Sciences and M.A. Political Science, Environmental Policy, 
with 16 years of experience in environmental and natural resource 
management. 

Ms. Courtney Filer, AICP 
Environmental Planner 

M.A. in Regional and Community Planning with 7 years of planning 
experience including NEPA document preparation, community impact 
assessment, indirect and cumulative impacts assessment, and evaluation 
of socio-economic impacts related to tolling. 

Ms. Angela McMurray 
Environmental Planner 

B.A. in Geography/Landscape Ecology with 6 years of experience in NEPA 
document preparation, wetland delineation and permitting, natural 
resource surveys, and socioeconomic analysis. 
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